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ABSTRACT 



This is a study of the relationship between placement test 
scores and academic achievement, as measured by the gain in placement pre- 
and post-test scores after students completed a semester of English 
instruction. Two placement tests were administered to a cohort of students 
enrolling in community college English courses. Pre- and post-placement test 
scores were analyzed for this cohort of students to determine the impact of 
instruction on post-test scores. No significant differences were found in 
pre- and post-test placement scores after a semester of English instruction 
for both the writing and reading placement tests. This investigation 
highlighted the problem of curricular misalignment with the placement tests 
used to sort and classify students on the basis of ability and aptitude for 
success in college English courses. The discussion section focuses on the 
fundamental problem of pre-enrollment placement testing that displays little 
or no relationship to course content, but a strong relationship to a 
post-test, administered after the term. A primary recommendation of this 
investigation is that colleges using placement tests to sort and classify 
students for the purposes of placement pay strict attention to aligning 
placement test content with instructional objectives of the course. (JA) 
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This is a study of the relationship between placement test scores and academic achievement as 
measured by the gain in placement pre- and post-test scores after students completed a semester of 
English instruction. Two placement tests were administered to a cohort of students enrolling in 
community college English courses. These tests were the Conventions of Written English and the 
Reading Comprehension Test. Both placement tests are sub-tests of Descriptive Test of Language 
Skills (DTLS) battery developed by the College Board for use with community college students. 
The placement tests were administered at the start of the fall and subsequent spring semester. 
Analysis of the data revealed a cohort of 90 students who had taken the DTLS Reading 
Comprehension test in the fall, and also sat for the same reading test at the start of the next spring 
semester. Analysis of the cohort of students also showed that almost 80 students had taken the 
DTLS Conventions of Written English test at the start of the fall term also took the same test again 
at the start of the spring term. These findings enabled the study of the change in test scores after 
students completed a semester of instruction in English. Pre- and post- placement test scores were 
analyzed for this cohort of students to determine the impact of instruction on post-test scores. 
Matched pairs t-test analysis found no significant differences in pre- and post-test placement scores 
after a semester of English instruction for both the writing and reading placement tests. This 
finding of no significant gains in post-test scores was also found for students who completed a 
lower level English course, passed successfully, and enrolled in the next level English course in the 
next term. Additional analysis found that the correlation coefficient between the pre- and post-test 
scores was statistically significant, while the correlation between placement test score and course 
grade was not statistically significant. This investigation highlighted the problem of curricular 
misalignment with the placement tests used to sort and classify students on the basis of ability and 
aptitude for success in college English courses. The discussion section focused on the fundamental 
problem of pre-enrollment placement testing that displays little or no relationship to course content, 
but a strong relationship to a post-test, administered after the term. A primary recommendation of 
this investigation is that colleges using placement tests to sort and classify students for the purposes 
of placement, pay strict attention to aligning placement test content with instructional objectives of 
the course. This is particularly important in community colleges where mandatory placement rules 
are enforced. Aligning the instructional objectives of the course, with the skills assessed on 
placement tests, will help to ensure the integrity of the curriculum, and fairness for students. 
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